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Leonardo Da Vinci is best known as the Renaissance painter who created the Mona Lisa and The

Last Supper. he also made great contributions as a sculptor, architect, engineer. and scientist. But

Leonardo wasn't always famous. Leonardo grew up in Vinci, a small town in Italy, and when he was

only a few years old he was separated from his mother and sent to live with his grandparents and

uncle Francesco. Although Leonardo only receiced a formal education for a few years, Francesco

taught Leonardo about nature. Leonardo loved to sketch the world around him.  When he was a

teenager, Leonardo moved to the city of Florence. It was here that his artistic talent was recognized

and he became and apprentice to a famous artist. Leonardo worked hard at his trade and advanced

quickly, but he wasn't interested in only art. To fuel his curiosity, he also studied science,

mathematics, engineering and philosophy.  Read about the little boy from Vinci who became one of

the most facscinating figures in world history.
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My daughter read this book for a summer reading book report before third grade. I wasn't sure any

book without talking magical creatures would hold her attention, but this one did. She even retained

enough to reference it in conversation! Now that she's finished, I wish it had been longer, covering

more of his life, and had some of his art in it. But over all, this book was a very good choice for a



child who has just begun reading chapter books on their own.

My two grandkids, aged 10 and 6, were held captive as I read this book to them. They will

undoubtedly beg to hear it again. The sadness and isolation of da Vinci's early life is a surprising

and beautiful backdrop to his lifelong attachment to the visual image in all its manifestations.

This is a good book in this series. I highly recommend this to parents for expanding the horizons of

their kids.

I can use the information for my GT class.
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